A Place Called Compassion

Compassion - A feeling of deep sympathy and sorrow for another who is stricken by misfortune,
accompanied by a strong desire to alleviate the suffering.

“When they had finished eat/ng, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than
these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that | love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." Aga/n Jesus said, "Simon
son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my
sheep." '’ The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked
him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed
my sheep.” John 21:15-17 (NIV)

“One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon. °Now a man
crippled from birth was being carr/ed to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from
those going into the temple courts. *When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. *Peter
looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!" °So the man gave them his attention, expecting to
get something from them.” “Then Peter said, "Silver or gold | do not have, but what | have I give you. In the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth walk." “Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and
ankles became strong. °He jumped to h/s feet and began to walk. Then he went with them info the temple courts,
walking and jumping, and praising God. °When all the people saw him walking and praising God, "°they recognized
him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and
amazement at what had happened to him.” Acts 3:1-10 (NIV)

“All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they
shared everything they had. 33With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,
and much grace was upon them all. 34There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who
owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was
distributed to anyone as he had need.”

Acts 4:32-35 (NIV)

“For | was hungry, while you had all you needed. | was thirsty, but you drank bottled water. | was a stranger, and you
wanted me deported. | needed clothes, but you needed more clothes. | was sick, and you pointed out the behaviors
that led to my sickness. | was in prison, and you said | was getting what | deserved.”

— Richard Stearns, CEO of World Vision

It's not a matter of if, it's a matter of where

Where is your Place Called Compassion?

Small Group Questions

Read John 21:15-17
e Describe a time when you’ve been confronted like this by a good friend.
e Imagine together what Peter must have felt like after this conversation.

Read Acts 3:1-10
e What do you have to give to people in need?

e What excuses do you make to not give those things?

Discuss Richard Stearns’ paraphrase of Jesus’ words (Matthew 25).

¢ What can you personally do about this?
e What could your small group do?

Compassion Days and Mission Trips...what are you going to do with these 2 opportunities?




